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artist statement

hello! my name is savanna lim and i am an artist, 
planner, designer, and photographer. in everything 
that i do, i try to integrate components of the left 
and right brain to create both visually stimulating 
and thought provoking work; i believe in creating 
purposefully and intentionally. i enjoy using my 
skills as an artist/designer to bring light to issues i 
am passionate about, such as affordable housing or 
women’s empowerment. i am interested in all types of 
design, am a fast and eager learner, and thrive in new 
environments. please do not hestitate to reach out 
should you have any questions; please enjoy!

-

+1 832 744 7987
savannarlim@gmail.com | sl2646@cornell.edu



urban design + 
landscape architecture
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site plans, images, collages, and concepts created 
for grounding in landscape architecture
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urban planning + gis



urban planning + gis



design thinking +
experience design

URBAN GREEN
AFFORDABLE HOUSING + CREATIVE GREEN SPACE

by Savanna Lim

3-D Renderings of Housing Project made in Sketch Up

Affordable Housing Unit
Elevators up to every floor, 5 floors, big 
open green space is the entire 3rd floor. 
5th floor is a green rooftop

Affordable Housing Unit from Plan 
View
Open space from 3rd floor up to 
bring in sunshine; retractable trans-
parent roof available when it rains; 
functions as a “creative hub”, similar 
to an entrepreneurial hub; top floor 
(5th) is a big open green space with 
railings, more of a sky garden.

Example of Housing Units in 3x3 pods 
across a city

Design Concept
My design is an affordable housing unit sur-
rounded by high quality green spaces, which 
fosters citizen order, activity, and community 
bonding. The housing units are orderly and 
encourage citizens to fit to form, reminding 
them that they are a part of a whole, but also 
provides what Le Corbusier did not include 
— a recreational, open space for citizens to 
freely pursue their hopes and wishes. It is my 
hope that this open space on the 3rd floor 
will encourage 
entreprenuerial activity and serve as a com-
munity space. I envision bright sunlight and 
a playground in the middle for children or 
pets to play in. Soundproof glass surrounds 
this space and closes off an “office” like 
space for residents to do work in, brain-
storm in, etc. There are also rooms available 
for booking. Citizens can step outside to 
breathe in fresh air when necessary.Initial Sketch

inspired by Scott’s The High-Modernist City

Reflection/Analysis
As explained above, my design is an affordable housing project. The 
nature of the design could make it more desirable and thus bring up 
prices, but my plan for this housing unit is to control the buyers. Histor-
ically disenfranchised groups of people are less likely to own property 
and accumulate wealth — the purchase of this home unit will hopefully 
encourage them to start growing their capital. Buyers have to make less 
than $75,000 a year to live in these housing units. The requirements will 
fluctuate based on inflation. The units are all uniform and can fit a family 
of 3-4. This may be a turnoff to families who make less than $75,000 
a year, since they are statistically more likely to have bigger families. 
Another potential “problem” I can see with the design is the decay and 
overuse of the open spaces. Children and pets might ruin the landscap-
ing or destroy the aesthetic (Sorry, Le Corbusier) of the playground/park. 
They could also distract the adults/teenagers working in the space sur-
rounding the green area. The rooftop sky garden could also potentially 
be dangerous or hazardous. Living in uniform housing units might also 
be a turnoff for the more individualistic members of society. Citizens can 
feel part of a whole without feeling suffocated. Thus my design brings in 
the best of both worlds: structure and order, but with space to roam free 
and create. While Le Corbusier’s ideas were structured in egalitarian-
ism but often ended in spaces for the elite, this leads to a vital question 
when planning cities — does creating something egalitarian mean 
compromising individuality — and to what extent does this affect have 
on society? I let this question guide my design process, and I constantly 
think of this as an urban planner. This question raised many more valid 
points, like how planning has historically been male dominated (Jacobs 
is right, it has), which brings us to the bigger question of how planning 
can be as egalitarian as possible.
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Quik
Sort

SORT

ACTIONS

DEFAULT
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SATURATION

DEPTH OF FIELD

SUBJECT-IN-FOCUS

EXPOSURE

SATURATION

DEPTH OF FIELD

Once the users have uploaded their images into Quik Sort, they can select from the sort options available. The default option 
sorts the desirable images from the undesirable images. Quik Sort depends on a general set of principles for defining a desirable 
or undesirable photo in order to sort the images. These principles include good composition, lighting, whether or not the subject 
is in focus, etc. Along with the default option, Quik Sort offers a variety of other properties which the user can sort for. These 
include exposure, saturation, depth of field, subject-in-focus, etc. Quik Sort analyzes these images similar to the default sort, but 
instead solely focuses on the property specified. Depending on the property, the images are then sorted into 2 or 3 categories. 

3

Default option: 
sort undesired 
and desired 

Other sort 
options e.g. 
exposure
 
Sort button 

All images 
preview

Quik
Sort

DEFAULT EXPOSURE SATURATION DEPTH OF FIELD

DESIRED UNDESIRED

MORE

EXPORT

SELECT ALL

When the user clicks the export button, a new window will appear that allows them to select what export options they would like 
to export the images with. This will include things such as image quality, picture format, and where they would like to export to. 
Quik Sort gives the user the option to export the images directly into other photo-editing programs such as Lightroom and Pho-
toshop so that they are able to move seamlessly into the next phase of the photo-editing process. Once all images have been 
exported elsewhere, Quik Sort automatically deletes all of the images from the program and returns to the original upload page. 

Export options 

Export directly into 
external programs 
such as Lightroom 

Delete all images after 
export 
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Export As

< >JPEG

Quality 12

Resize to Fit
W
H

px

px

Export To

< >/miniproject4

OK
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Once the user has specified how they would like to sort their images, Quik Sort organizes the sorted categories into tabs by 
property, and then tabs by category within the property tabs. The user then has the option to select which images to export 
by checking the box in the bottom right-hand corner of the image preview. Once selected, the image is greyed out to indicate 
this, but can be unselected at any time. If the user chooses multiple properties to sort for, the same images will appear in the 
different nestled category tabs of the different properties. Users also have the option of selecting all of the images with the 
Select All button in the upper right-hand corner of the tab. Once the users have selected all of the images that they would like 
to export, they click the export button located underneath all of the tabs.

Properties separated 
by tab 

Categories separated 
in nestled tabs 

Check to select, 
greyed out image 
once selected 

Select all option

Export 

Quik
Sort

DEFAULT EXPOSURE SATURATION DEPTH OF FIELD

DESIRED UNDESIRED

MORE

EXPORT

SELECT ALL

Unselected

Selected

x

Start up page & Upload button 

Quik Sort is a program that allows photographers to quickly and easily sort their 
images before importing them all into their photo editing platform. 
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Import

Import

Upload pics from SD card into Quik Sort

Users will first begin by selecting which photos to upload into Quik Sort from their 
SD card. Users can choose to import their pictures in any compatible image format 
that they specify.
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human centered design thinking 
principles and methods applied to 
concepts created for the 
information science class 
“designing technology for social 
impact”



The 2016-2017 Grey Studio Series

kjdlslkdjf

HAIR

TENNESSEE WILLIAMS

Produced by special arrangement with Tams-Witmark music Library, Inc.

ORIGINALLY PRODUCED for the Broadway stage by Michael Butler

Book and lyrics by Gerome Ragni and James Rado
Music by Galt Mac Dermot

The american Tribal Love-Rock Musical

April 26-28 7PM
Tickets: 713-742-2750

BlackBox

THE hspva Theatre department presents

theatre@hspvaboxofFICE.com

Cat On a
Ho t T i n Ro o f

Produced by special arrangement 
with Dramatists Play Service, Inc.

T H E 
WHITE 
SNAKE

白
蛇
传

APRIL 6-8 | 7PM
APRIL 8 | 2PM

BLACKBOX

THE HIGH SCHOOL FOR THE PERFORMING AND VISUAL ARTS 
PRESENTS

4001 STANFORD ST
HSPVABOXOFFICE.COM

713-742-2750

Written by Mary Zimmerman
Based on The Classic Chinese Fable
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graphic design + 
communications

Be a part of 
something bigger.

Run for 
Student Assembly.

Join a Committee.
Academic Policy. Communications. Elections. Health & Wellness. Dining.

Appropriations. Diversity & Inclusion. City & Local Affairs. Environmental.
Financial Aid Review. Infrastructure Fund.

Where we are now:

cornellsa.com | @cornellstudentassembly 

directed, shot, and 
edited promotional 
video about cornell’s 
music department; 
now displayed on 
website front page

logo creation 
process; now 
used as official 
merchandise logo

directed revamp of 
entire communications 

materials, 
including logo and 

online presence, for 
the undergraduate 

student government. 
logo design currently 

used as official 
merchandise and 

document logo. 
photography and 

banner currently used 
as official banner.



coding + 
web design
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html, css, javascript, 
and jquery used to 
code website for a 
local event as part of 
a class

coding for responsive web 
design: desktop and mobile 

versions using css



coding + 
web design

html, css, javascript, and 
jquery used to code 
website for a class

coding with jquery and 
javascript for form response 

and form validation



photography
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